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1. Introduction 

The views of the community are extremely important to Nuon Renewables who have 

consulted with local residents, key agencies and opinion formers about its proposal for 

the development of a wind farm on Mynydd Waun Fawr, Llanerfyl. 

 

Nuon embraces the community consultation agenda; it is at the heart of its approach to 

development, not only in this pre-application stage, but throughout the life of the project.  

 

The consultation process for local residents was first discussed with the Llanerfyl 

Community Council in January 2006, before any contact was made with the general 

public. This initial meeting enabled the community councillors to discuss with Nuon the 

best way in which local residents should be involved with and consulted on during the 

pre-planning consultation process.  

 

This Statement of Community Consultation provides information on the current status of 

the community consultation and forthcoming activities, a process which can be 

described as community led. 
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2. Consultation 

 

2.1 Community Workshop  

Prior to the initial public exhibition at which Nuon Renewables unveiled its provisional 

plans to the general public and following discussion with Llanerfyl Community Council 

about the best way in which to liaise with local residents, Nuon held a community 

workshop for Llanerfyl residents on Saturday 18th February 2006 (Appendix 1). 

Invitations (Appendix 1) were sent to all 217 local dwellings. 

 

The purpose of the workshop was to meet local villagers at an early stage of Nuon’s 

plans for a wind farm on Mynydd Waun Fawr, and to establish a constructive dialogue 

before any planning submission.  

 

Community benefit is an essential component of modern development, and Nuon 

believe that local communities should have a significant say in how potential community 

benefit packages are developed. Of course, any community benefit package is subject 

to a successful planning application; however as effective community liaison is of 

considerable importance, this along with community ownership of some of the actual 

wind turbines was discussed in great detail. 

 

Please see Appendix 2 for a copy of the workshop agenda. 

  

2.2 Feedback 

The workshop was well attended, with 59 people attending the 4 hour session. A small 

minority of those who attended were out of area wind farm protestors; however, they 

were made to feel welcome and asked to participate in the workshop. 

 

Some of the main points raised at the workshop were as follows; 
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Management of the Community Fund: 

·  Need to bring the community together in forming a community benefits scheme 

·  Local residents must identify local needs 

·  The fund should not go to Powys County Council, it should directly benefit the local 

community 

·  Management of the fund must be open and transparent 

·  Community run committee with representative from a cross-section of the 

community, including young people, local residents, community council members 

and an independent moderator 

·  Members of adjacent communities may be on the committee, but there would need 

to be proportional representation 

·  The fund must be safe guarded and needs to be defined for the life-time of the wind 

farm.  

 

Micro-generation and Energy Efficiency: 

·  Climate change is happening and the community need to think of the ‘long term’ 

·  More energy conservation and education about energy efficiency is needed 

·  Education about energy efficiency should not just be aimed at children, but reflect 

the demographic of the village and be provided for adult consumers 

·  Wool insulation could improve the energy efficiency of local dwellings and create a 

new local business opportunity 

·  Domestic micro-generation projects should be funded by a community benefit 

scheme 

·  Wood heating schemes, heat pumps, small scale wind, small scale hydro and solar 

heating were all popular suggestions 

·  Many micro-generation technologies are site specific and the community would 

require help with assessing the most appropriate and cost effective technology for 

each individual property, hence a local energy consultant would need to be 

available. 
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Community Priorities: 

·  Local labour must be used for local projects, creating long term local employment 

opportunities 

·  Local amenities/ facilities need to be improved such as the local school, village hall, 

community owned shop and post office selling local produce, investment in an all 

weather sports centre, garage, road improvements and expansion of the playground 

·  Improving the local transport infrastructure by providing a community transport 

scheme for the elderly and disabled 

·  Provision of low cost land and low cost homes for young people in the village 

·  University and College grants and bursaries 

·  Opportunity to co-own wind farm good idea but allowing for those who can’t afford 

shares. 

 

Concerns over wind farm developments: 

·  Suggestion that there needs to be a referendum on wind farms, the area is beautiful 

and it is not worth sacrificing the hills 

·  Concerns over tourists not liking wind farms 

·  The countryside should be kept open and wind farms should ensure  access via foot 

paths or bridleways  (lots of people mentioned the ‘locked gate’ frequency across 

public rights of way) 

·  Difficulty with defining the area affected by a wind farm development and hence 

who should benefit from a community funding scheme, with the suggestion that a 

‘visual footprint’ should be mapped. 

 

Nuon gave its commitment to local residents that all the feedback obtained from the 

workshop would be displayed at the subsequent public exhibition where attendees 

would have the further opportunity to express their views on local community priorities 

and possible benefits.  

 

Copies of the workshop feedback boards can be found in Appendix 3.  
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2.3 Public Exhibition 

 

The public exhibition which outlined the draft proposal, whilst also promoting community 

involvement was held at the following locations / times: 

 

25th May 2006 Cwm Llanllugan Community Centre, Cefn Coch, 10am to 4pm 

26th May 2006 Llanerfyl Village Hall, 3pm to 8pm 

27th May 2006 Llanerfyl Village Hall, 10am to 2pm. 

 

Invitation leaflets (Appendix 4) were delivered by Royal Mail to the 800 dwellings 

nearest the site.  

 

95 residents attended the exhibitions over the three days, 24 at Cefn Coch and 71 at 

Llanerfyl. Visitors had the opportunity to inspect the plans, discuss issues with the 

project team and complete a questionnaire (Appendix 5) for return at the exhibition or by 

FREEPOST.  

 

The Community Update distributed at the exhibition can be found in Appendix 6.  

 

Exhibition attendees were also sent a letter following their attendance (Appendix 7). 

 

 

2.4 Feedback 

Following the 3 day exhibition, completed comment forms were received from 40 

attendees with the following results: 

 

·  58% attended the February community workshop 

·  90% believe that wind farm developers should engage with local communities at an 

early stage of the development process 

·  78% believe that community benefit from wind farm developments should be 

decided at a local level 
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·  68% consider that wind farm community benefit should be administered and 

managed at a local level 

·  80% support the development of renewable energy 

·  63% support the development of wind power 

·  53% support the Mynydd Waun Fawr wind farm proposal. 

 

A small number of the returned questionnaires also contained additional comments, 

some of which are listed below: 

 

“In addition to the development of well-sited wind farms, I would like to invest in 

renewable, eco-friendly generation of electricity at a domestic level. I would therefore be 

very interested in any support that could be offered to me in the purchase / setting up of 

my own wind turbine on my property” 

Resident, Llangadfan 

 

“We support wind farms” 

Resident, Llanerfyl 

 

“We value being kept informed of the proposed wind farm and hope that this will 

continue should you gain approval for this development” 

Resident, Llanerfyl 

 

“Wind energy is clean and safe” 

Resident, Llanerfyl 

 

“Covering the area with wind generators is not the answer” 

Resident, Llanfair Caereinion 

 

“How dare you propose to rape our land like this! How can you even attempt to put a 

price on something priceless? Don’t spoil the land of my fathers!” 

Resident, Cefn Coch 
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3. Next Steps – Post Submission 

 

Nuon Renewables is committed to the continued involvement of and consultation with 

all members of local communities and other stakeholders throughout the planning 

process. Future activities will include: 

·  Meetings with community groups offering information on revisions to the scheme 

·  Informing residents who attended the workshop or the exhibitions, highlighting 

changes to the proposal and how their views have influenced the design process  

·  Responding to correspondence from local residents 

·  Organising opportunities for residents in surrounding villages to view the planning 

submission and associated information 

·  Organising briefings for local councillors, key agencies and opinion formers 

·  Continuing to update local residents on the proposal’s progress 

·  Supplying further Statements of Community Consultation throughout the planning 

process. 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, please contact Holly Moore on 01736 330171 or email 

holly.moore@nuonrenewables.com 
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