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INTRODUCTION 
In May 2010 Vattenfall Wind Power Limited (Vattenfall) was awarded the rights by The 
Crown Estate to develop an extension to the existing Kentish Flats Offshore Wind Farm 
(Kentish Flats) which has been operational since 2005.  The development of the proposed 
Kentish Flats Offshore Windfarm Extension (Kentish Flats Extension) is subject to Vattenfall 
being successful in gaining the necessary consents for construction and operation of the 
wind farm.  

Vattenfall Wind Power Limited  
Vattenfall is a leading European energy company. It is Europe's fifth largest generator of 
electricity and the continent's largest producer of heat.  Vattenfall is driven by the 
commitment to meet society’s need for energy in a responsible and sustainable manner, and 
aspires to take a leading role in renewable energy generation.  Vattenfall currently operates 
over 500 mega watts (MW) of onshore wind capacity and almost 700MW of offshore wind 
across northern Europe.  This portfolio includes the UK's Thanet Offshore Wind Farm, 
currently the world's largest operating offshore wind farm, and Edinbane Wind Farm on the 
Isle of Skye.  It is also building eight wind farms in six countries, including Ormonde Offshore 
Wind Farm in the Irish Sea, and is developing a large portfolio of wind farms in nine 
countries.  Vattenfall has operated Kentish Flats Offshore Wind Farm for the past five years.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preliminary Environmental Information Report 
The Kentish Flats Extension is a project of national significance and, as such, Vattenfall is 
undertaking extensive consultation with relevant organisations, local authorities, parties with 
an interest in the land/sea, and local communities.  This consultation is taking place before 
an application for the project is made, ensuring that Vattenfall meets its legal obligations for 
consultation and that all interested parties have the opportunity to contribute to the 
development process. 
 
This Non-Technical Summary (NTS) provides an overview of the Preliminary Environmental 
Information (PEI) produced by Vattenfall to inform the consultation process.  The main PEI 
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Report provides further detail on the need for PEI and what it aims to achieve.  It also 
presents information compiled by Vattenfall specifically aimed at assisting consultees and 
local communities to understand the nature, scale, and location of the development so that 
they can then make an informed judgement on the development plans.  
 
The final page of this document sets out where the full PEI report is being made available, 
and the consultation details including timescales, locations and contact details.   

Development Program 
Vattenfall aims to have an operational Kentish Flats Extension in 2014.  To achieve this a 
programme of environmental assessment and consultation is planned to take place, leading 
up to the submission of an application for development consent to the Infrastructure Planning 
Commission (IPC) in August 2011.  Further detail of this process is provided in the main PEI 
Report.  Table 1 presents the milestones for the project. 
 
Table 1 Kentish Flats Extension Milestones 

Milestone Date 
Scoping Report submitted October 2010 
Scoping Opinion received December 2010 
Statement of Community Consultation 
advert published 

31st January 2011 

Community Consultation period 31st January – 4th March 2011 
Development Consent Order 
application 

August 2011 

Award of consent Autumn 2012 
Final design & procurement Autumn 2012 until September 2013 
Onshore construction works Q3 2013 to Q1 2014 
Offshore construction works Possible start in 2013 (Q3/Q4)  
Commissioning Q3 2014 

 
In October 2010, Vattenfall submitted a request for a Scoping Opinion for the Kentish Flats 
Extension to the IPC, the independent body responsible for examining applications for 
nationally significant infrastructure projects under the Planning Act 2008 (the 2008 Act).  The 
request was supported by a Scoping Report (Royal Haskoning, 2010), which provides an 
overview of the current conditions of the physical, biological and human environment; 
identifies potential environmental impacts of the construction, operation and eventual 
decommissioning of the project and presents Vattenfall’s approach to carrying out the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).   
 
The IPC has consulted with the relevant statutory bodies and provided formal comment on 
the content of the Scoping Report through its Scoping Opinion.   
 
The Scoping Report and Scoping Opinion can be downloaded from the IPC website: 
 

o http://infrastructure.independent.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2010/10/Kentish_Flats_Extension_Scoping_Report.pdf 

 
o http://infrastructure.independent.gov.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2010/12/101207_EN0100036_Kentish_Flats_scoping_opinion_Web
_Version.pdf 
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Alongside this Scoping process, Vattenfall has developed a Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC).  The SoCC explains how Vattenfall will consult with local communities  
so as to provide  the information necessary for them to communicate their views on the 
proposal.  In accordance with the requirements of the 2008 Act, Vattenfall has published the 
SoCC advert in the local press and on the Vattenfall website.  This document and the PEI 
Report are the consultation documents being provided to local communities to assess and 
comment on the Kentish Flats Extension.   

Project Details 
The Kentish Flats Extension is located to the west and south of the existing Kentish Flats 
offshore wind farm (Figure 1).  The development is on the southern side of the Outer 
Thames Estuary off the North Kent coast, approximately 8.6km north of Herne Bay and 
9.5km north of Whitstable.  Kentish Flats consists of 30 3MW wind turbine generators 
(WTGs) with a combined capacity of 90MW and has been operational since 2005, producing 
electricity equivalent to the consumption of 61,000 homes annually.  This electricity has been 
transmitted directly into the local network.  The Kentish Flats Extension project has a 
maximum target capacity of 51MW and will comprise up to 17 additional WTGs.  The 
extension could generate up to 150,000 megawatt hours per year of clean electricity, 
equivalent to the total annual electricity needs of up to 35,000 UK households. 
 
Table 2 provides a summary of the key facts for the Kentish Flats Extension. 
 
Table 2 Kentish Flats Extension: Key Facts 

Name Kentish Flats Extension 
Number of turbines Up to 17 
Turbine capacity Around 3MW 
Total installed capacity Up to 51MW 
Water depth 3 to 5m 
In-seabed depth of foundation ~ 35m 
Area of current wind farm 10km2 
Area of wind farm extension ~8km2 
Distance from shore Approximately 8km from Herne Bay 
Tip height Up to 145m 
Hub height Up to 80m 
Cables between turbines Up to 3 
Cables to shore Up to 2 
Cable landfall Hampton Pier, Herne Bay 
Distance from cable landfall to substation ~2km 
Substation Red House Farm Substation, south of Herne 

Bay 
 
 
 
The export cable(s) are likely to be installed alongside the existing cables and come ashore 
at Hampton Pier.  The cable(s) will then broadly follow the route of the Kentish Flats cable 
inland to the Red House Farm substation.   
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Section 2 of the PEI Report details the anticipated project design details.  However, a 
number of aspects (such as the layout of the WTGs within the extension) will be subject to 
the final project design following consultation with the local community and other key 
stakeholders. The extension area will cover approximately 8km² and will be minimum 
distance of approximately 8km from shore.  Although some project details are yet to be 
finalised, the Kentish Flats Extension is likely to use similar components to Kentish Flats, 
such as the type of foundations and WTGs, and cable installation methods.  
 
Site Selection and Alternatives 

The area identified for the Kentish Flats Extension has been informed by Vattenfall's detailed 
knowledge of the site gained from the surveys and monitoring work undertaken for the 
existing Kentish Flats offshore wind farm.   
 

Due to the nature of the requirements set out by The 
Crown Estate (detailed in Section 2.3 of the PEI report), 
alternative options for an extension to Kentish Flats were 
limited.  A constraints assessment identified five potential 
development areas which were progressively narrowed 
down, following environmental, engineering and financial 
studies. The site boundaries were refined and reduced in 
consultation with key stakeholders, resulting in the 
preferred option that is now being taken forward as the 
Kentish Flats Extension. 

The need for renewable energy 
The development of renewable energy plays a key role in 
the Government’s strategy for carbon reduction.  A target 
has been set which will see 15% of the UK’s electricity 
supply coming from renewable sources by 2020.  The 
Government’s targets for renewable energy will help the 
UK to meet its international obligations, but also obtain 
greater security of energy supply through the promotion of 

         indigenous electricity generation. 
 
The development of wind farm extension projects such as 
the Kentish Flats Extension would help the UK move 
towards its goals of significant reductions in CO2 
emissions. 
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TRANSITION PIECE AND TENDER 

VESSEL ON SITE 

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES – OFFSHORE ENVIRONMENT 
The PEI Report is structured around the potential environmental impacts of the Kentish Flats 
Extension, both onshore and offshore.  For each feature of the environment, the existing 
conditions are described and the key potential issues resulting from construction, operation 
and decommissioning activities are outlined.  In addition, potential cumulative effects are 
outlined in respect to other wind farms and activities in the vicinity of the Kentish Flats 
Extension.  Finally, the proposed approach to the EIA, including any requirement for 
additional surveys or monitoring, is presented. 
 
A summary of the PEI is presented here; further details are contained within the relevant 
sections of the PEI Report. 

Physical Environment 
The physical environment in the offshore zone comprises:  
 

·  Geology; 
·  Physical processes (waves, currents, sediment movement); and  
·  Water quality.   
 

These are outlined in detail within Section 3 of the PEI Report. 
 
The underlying geology around the Kentish Flat Extension is unlikely to be significantly 
impacted by the construction, operation or decommissioning of the project. 

 
Potential effects on physical processes 
during construction, operation and 
decommissioning are anticipated to be of 
low significance to the wider area or 
highly localised in their nature. However, 
the operational effects on waves, tidal 
currents and sediment movement will be a 
key consideration of the EIA.  
Water quality is an important 
consideration for human health (e.g. when 
bathing in the sea) and for shellfish 
production, both of which occur in 
proximity to the Kentish Flats Extension.   
Impacts on water quality during 
construction, operation and 
decommissioning as well as cumulative 
impacts are not expected to be significant 
but will be considered within the EIA. 

 
Additional surveys have been commissioned by Vattenfall to develop a more detailed 
understanding of the physical environment.   
 
The impact assessment will be based on these surveys and upon monitoring data 
observations in relation to hydrodynamic and sedimentary effects undertaken from 2005 to 
2008 as part of the monitoring required for the existing Kentish Flats offshore wind farm.  
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Biological Environment 
The biological environment in the offshore zone comprises:  
 

·  Designated sites (for nature conservation);  
·  Ornithological interest (birds); 
·  Benthic and intertidal ecology (species found on the seabed);  
·  Fish and shellfish; and  
·  Marine mammals (seals, porpoise, dolphins and whales).  

 
These are outlined in detail within Section 4 of the PEI Report. 
 
Designated Sites 
There are a number of designated sites of local, national and international nature 
conservation importance in the Outer Thames Estuary region.  The majority of these are 
some distance from the Kentish Flats Extension.  Both the existing Kentish Flats and the 
Kentish Flats Extension lie within the Outer Thames Estuary Special Protection Area (SPA), 
which is designated for the conservation of a particular species of birds – red-throated diver.   
 
Impacts during construction, operation and decommissioning for onshore and coastal 
designated sites and species have been identified and will be a key consideration of the EIA.  
Of particular importance will be the potential impact of the project (and other offshore 
wind farm projects) on the population of red-throated diver, a species of bird that is found 
in high numbers in this area.   

Ornithology 
Section 4.2.1 of the PEI Report outlines in detail the existing environment in respect of bird 
activity in the Kentish Flats Extension area and includes results from the existing Kentish 
Flats ornithological monitoring surveys.  Surveys were carried out prior to construction of 
Kentish Flats in 2001 and 2002, with additional monitoring carried out (and continuing) from 
2008 to 2011. Specific surveys have also been carried out to focus on the distribution of red-
throated diver.  While the numbers of birds using the Kentish Flats area is considered to be 
low, the EIA will assess all potential impacts and will pay particular attention to key species 
such as red-throated diver. 

Benthic and intertidal ecology 
Section 4.3.1 of the PEI Report describes the 
existing seabed and seashore environment 
surrounding the proposed Kentish Flats 
Extension.  The seabed is sandy and the 
number and diversity of species present is 
low.  Closer to shore, the seabed has more 
mixed sediments and is of relatively higher 
biological interest.  Sandbanks are an 
important conservation feature in the 
Thames.  However, given the distance of the 
project to these sandbanks, significant 
impacts are considered unlikely to arise. 
 
 

JACK UP BARGE ON SITE 
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At the shore, the animals, plants and seaweeds present are typical of those found throughout 
the UK and none is of conservation importance, subsequently significant impacts are 
unlikely.   
 
Vattenfall has undertaken additional seabed survey work to inform the Kentish Flats 
Extension EIA. 

Marine mammals (e.g. seals, porpoise, dolphins and whales) 
Section 4.4 of the PEI Report outlines the recorded presence of marine mammals around the 
study area and the predicted impacts on those species likely to be present. 
 
Harbour porpoise and seals are the key species found in the area, although these occur in 
low numbers.  Given the high levels of protection for marine mammals, impacts on them are 
highly likely to be considered significant and Vattenfall will work with Natural England and the 
Marine Management Organisation (MMO) to ensure that any unavoidable impacts are 
minimised. 
 
There is a potential for cumulative impacts due to interactions between other wind farms and 
activities in the vicinity of the Kentish Flats Extension. Such impacts are not likely to be 
significant but will also be assessed within the Kentish Flats Extension EIA. 

Fish and Shellfish  
The existing environment for fish and shellfish at the Kentish Flats Extension is summarised 
in Section 4.5 of the PEI Report.  A number of fish species use areas of the outer Thames 
Estuary as nursery and spawning grounds, these include amongst others; sole, herring, bass 
and whiting.  No shellfish were recorded during sampling at Kentish Flats, although a native 
oyster bed is located just south of the existing wind farm.  Monitoring studies from Kentish 
Flats have found no significant changes in the natural fish populations at the site due to the 
construction and operation of the wind farm. 
 
Given the importance of the local fish population for both ecological and financial reasons, 
potential impacts upon them will be a key consideration of the EIA. 
 
It is considered unlikely that interactions with other wind farms and activities will have any 
significant effect on fish and shellfish resource, this is primarily due to the distances between 
the Kentish Flats Extension and other windfarms (the nearest being the London Array which 
is 25km away) and other activities (closest licensed aggregate extraction area is 40km away) 

Human Environment 
Section 5 of the PEI Report sets out the existing environment for human activities and 
identifies the key issues which are anticipated to arise, offshore, as a result of the Kentish 
Flats Extension.  The features of the human environment assessed as part of the EIA 
include;  
 

·  Commercial fisheries;  
·  Navigation and shipping;  
·  Landscape and seascape;  
·  Marine archaeology;  
·  Radar and transmission systems;  
·  Ministry of Defence (MoD); 
·  Unexploded ordinance (UXO);  
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·  Aggregate dredging;  
·  Oil and gas extraction; and  
·  Tourism and recreation.   

Commercial fisheries 
A number of commercial fishing methods have been identified as being used in the area of 
the Thames Estuary around the existing Kentish Flats including; trawling (either single or 
pairing), gill-netting, lobster/crab-potting and weed raking.  
 
The impact of the construction, operation and decommissioning of the Kentish Flats 
Extension on the fishing industry will be assessed and discussed within the Kentish Flats 
Extension EIA.  The assessment will draw on studies from Kentish Flats and other wind 
farms as well as consultation with fishing representatives.   Where appropriate, measures to 
avoid impacts will also be presented based upon the knowledge gained through consultation 
with the industry and relevant guidance. 

Landscape, seascape and visual character  
The Kentish Flats Extension will bring the wind farm approximately 0.7km closer to the north 
Kent coast.  The landscape and seascape visual impacts mainly during operation, but to 
some extent also for construction and decommissioning, are potentially significant and will be 
considered in detail as part of the EIA. 

Shipping and Navigation  
The area of the Kentish Flats Extension has no merchant shipping traversing it.  However, 
the Princes Channel, to the north, is a busy shipping channel, being the main approach to 
the Thames Estuary.  There is also low-to-moderate fishing vessel activity (mainly small UK 
vessels) and recreational vessel activity in the vicinity of the Kentish Flats Extension. 
 
The construction, operation and decommissioning of wind farms in the Outer Thames region 
means an increase in vessel numbers and restrictions on navigation during operation.  The 
Kentish Flats Extension EIA will assess these impacts for the Kentish Flats Extension in 
isolation and as part of the wider plan for offshore wind farm development in the area. 

Marine Archaeology    

A site-specific archaeological study of Kentish Flats was undertaken for the existing Kentish 
Flats EIA. There is potential for a range of archaeological features to be present in the study 
area.  This relates to both the offshore and onshore areas.  Construction activity represents 
the greatest potential for impact, as archaeological features could be directly damaged or 
indirectly affected by actions such as scouring of the seabed. 
 
Vattenfall is working with archaeological advisors to produce a written scheme of 
investigation for the project that will aim to reduce the potential for impact by the avoidance, 
wherever possible, of areas thought, or known, to contain archaeological features.  This will 
also include the development of methods to further study known and potential features, 
where avoidance is not possible. 
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Aviation Radar 

Two airports lie within a 30km radius of the Kentish Flats Extension; London Southend 
(24km North-west); and London Manston (17.5km South-east).  No objections to the existing 
Kentish Flats project were received from airports or the National Air Traffic Services (NATS).   
Given the adjacent location of the Kentish Flats Extension, no significant effects on aviation 
radar systems are expected.  Nevertheless, consultation will be carried out with the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) and NATS to ensure any concerns are raised and addressed within 
the EIA.  

Ministry of Defence 

Numerous areas around the UK coastal region are designated as practice or exercise areas 
by the Ministry of Defence (MOD).  There will be no interaction between any designated 
MOD practice areas and the Kentish Flats Extension as the nearest practice areas are a 
sufficient distance away from the proposed development.  Consultation will, however, be 
carried out with the MoD to ensure any concerns are raised and addressed within the EIA.  

Unexploded Ordinance (UXO) 
The potential exists for the presence of UXO at the Kentish Flats Extension due to intentional 
bombing, dumping of bombs, deployment of sea mines and weapons testing in the area 
during World War Two.  The seabed in the vicinity of the Kentish Flats Extension is likely to 
have been left comparatively undisturbed by dredging activities since the war and thus 
studies will need to be carried out to ensure that any potential areas of risk are identified and 
assessed. 

Other Human Activities 
Other human activities include oil and gas operations, subsea cables, disposal sites and 
dredging activities.  During construction, cable crossing agreements will need to be prepared 
and appropriate installation and protection measures will be developed.  No additional 
significant impacts are anticipated on human activities due to the Kentish Flat Extension 
development.  
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POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES – ONSHORE ENVIRONMENT 
Sections 6 to 8 of the PEI Report describe the onshore environment covering the 2km cable 
route, and identify key issues that may result from the construction, operation and 
decommissioning of the Kentish Flats Extension.  Figure 2 illustrates the route of the onshore 
cable. 

Physical Environment 

Geology, groundwater and land quality 
The physical onshore environment, encompassing the geology, groundwater and land quality 
at the site, is outlined in section 6 of the PEI Report.  
 
Impacts during construction, operation and decommissioning of the Kentish Flats Extension 
on geology, groundwater, land quality and surface water are not likely to be significant.  In 
addition, there are unlikely to be any issues associated with contaminated land at the site, as 
installation of the Kentish Flats onshore cables revealed no specific concerns.   

Biological Environment 
Section 7 of the PEI Report outlines the existing onshore biological environment and 
assesses the potential impacts on these receptors. This environment includes: 

·  Ornithological interests; and 
·  Onshore habitats and species,  

Ornithology 
The onshore works for the Kentish Flats Extension will be within, or adjacent to, the Thanet 
Coast and Sandwich Bay SPA, where wader species, such as turnstone, have been 
recorded and are of particular concern.  
 
During construction, potential exists for disturbance of roosting and feeding sites.  As a 
result, measures will be put in place in order to reduce or avoid impacts on the SPA habitats 
and species.  Disturbance of onshore bird populations from construction activities will be a 
key consideration for the EIA. If the removal of cables is required during decommissioning, 
the potential impact on the protected bird species is likely to be significant and will be 
assessed as part of the EIA. 

Onshore (Terrestrial) habitats and species 
In general, the majority of the onshore areas subject to development as part of the Kentish 
Flats Extension are of low importance to wildlife.  Although the onshore cabling will largely be 
restricted to tarmac surfaces, potential impacts will still be considered further within the EIA. 

Human Environment 
Section 8 of the PEI Report details the onshore human environment within the areas 
surrounding the Kentish Flats Extension landfall and onshore cable route and includes: 

·  Archaeology; 
·  Traffic and access; 
·  Noise dust and air quality; 
·  Land quality; 
·  Landscape and visual impact assessment; and 
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·  Socio-economics.  

Archaeology  
 There is potential for remains to be discovered onshore during the Kentish Flats Extension 
development, details of which can be found in section 8.1 of the PEI Report.  Very few finds 
of archeological interest were revealed during the excavation of the existing Kentish Flats 
Wind Farm cable route, despite the fact that the cable route crosses part of the north Kent 
countryside known to be rich in archeological sites. 
 
During construction the potential loss of archeological sites as a result of the onshore cable 
installation will be avoided through adherence to the written scheme of investigation and an 
agreed approach to reporting and dealing with archaeological ‘finds’. 

Traffic and Access 

Section 8.2 of the PEI report outlines the existing environment with regards to traffic and 
access onshore.  Traffic and access issues will be minimal for the project as most of the 
works will be conducted offshore with delivery of infrastructure via the sea rather than 
road.  The Kentish Flats Extension onshore cabling has the potential to increase traffic 
on local routes and disrupt existing traffic patterns.  This will be assessed as part of the 
EIA process and where necessary appropriate management and mitigation measures 
will be designed in partnership with the Local Authority and Highways Agency .  

Noise, dust and air quality 

Section 8.3 of the PEI Report outlines the existing environment with regards to noise levels 
and air quality measurements for the onshore environment. 

The following noise sensitive receptors have been identified within the closest residential 
areas adjacent to the Kentish Flats Extension: 
 

·  Whitstable – harbour and residential area south of the proposed development, 
approximately 9km from the nearest proposed turbine;  

·  Herne Bay – a residential area south of the proposed development, approximately 
7.7km from the nearest proposed turbine; and 

·  Shoeburyness – a residential area north-west of the proposed development 
approximately 18km from the nearest proposed turbine. 

 
Feedback from the Canterbury City Council (CCC) Environmental Health Officers, following 
completion of the piling for the existing Kentish Flats wind farm, confirmed that only two 
complaints were received and that no breaches of the relevant consent conditions occurred.  
Installation of the onshore cable will require heavy plant and machinery, the impact of this 
has the potential to be significant and will be a key consideration of the EIA. 
 
It is considered that if best practice measures for the management of construction activity are 
applied, dust and air quality impacts will not cause significant issues for nearby properties.  
These measures will be detailed further in the EIA. 
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Landscape and visual character 

The existing landscape character of the project area is described in section 5.2 of the PEI 
Report and the identification of key issues is discussed in section 8.4.  In line with the 
offshore environment, the potential impacts are not expected to be significant, but will be 
considered within the EIA. 

Socio Economics 
Section 8.5 outlines the existing environment with regards to socio-economic features, 
including tourism and recreation activities within the boundaries of CCC's administrative 
area. A socio-economic assessment will be completed for the Kentish Flats Extension 
considering the potential impacts on CCC's administrative area during construction, 
operation and decommissioning.  The Kentish Flats Extension has the potential to positively 
impact the regional economy through job creation, the use of local services, and through 
tourism and recreation opportunities.  As part of their wider commitment to the local 
communities, Vattenfall is working with Thanet College to develop and promote training 
opportunities and programmes for future employees of the offshore wind farm industry.   
 
During construction there is likely to be a positive impact on the economy due to the 
requirement for local goods and services.  However, local fishermen may be impacted by 
restricted access to the Kentish Flats Extension and an increase in shipping movements to 
and from the site.  There are also likely to be beneficial impacts for the local economy during 
operation of the Kentish Flats Extension due to employment opportunities and additional use 
of local goods and services.  The presence of wind trubines has also been known to increase 
the tourism interest at seaside resorts. 
 
A number of other wind farms are being developed in the Thames Estuary, namely the 
London Array, Gunfleet Sands, Greater Gabbard and Galloper offshore wind farms.  
Together, these projects will all impact upon employment and the local economy of the 
south-east region in a positive manner. 
 
 

MITIGATION AND MONITORING 
As part of the design process, and through consultation with the relevant authorities during 
the pre-application phase, Vattenfall will seek to minimise any impacts that cannot be 
avoided through mitigation measures such as the scheduling of works and use of best 
practice.  The mitigation measures will be detailed in the Kentish Flats Extension EIA. 
 
Through the consultation process with the relevant authorities and stakeholders, Vattenfall 
will develop monitoring programmes as necessary for the pre-construction, construction and 
operational phases of the Kentish Flats Extension.  Vattenfall is well placed to carry out 
these programmes, having developed and implemented monitoring procedures for the 
existing Kentish Flats wind farm. 
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SUMMARY 
The PEI Report identifies the key issues associated with the construction, operation and 
decommissioning of the Kentish Flats Extension, both alone and cumulatively with other 
offshore wind farms and uses of the sea, in order to inform consultees and local communities 
about relevant aspects of the proposed development.  A number of potential impacts have 
been identified and will be investigated further as part of the EIA process to confirm their 
extent and significance and to design appropriate mitigation and monitoring programmes 
where appropriate.   
 
A summary of the potential impacts for the offshore and onshore environment is 
presented in Tables 11.1 and 11.2 within the PEI report.  At this stage no impacts have 
been identified that are likely to limit the scale of, or prevent the development of the Kentish 
Flats Extension.  Vattenfall supports an effective and informative consultation process to 
allow local communities to understand the nature of the development and provide comments 
to inform the EIA. 
 
 

 

Consultation Details 

The formal community consultation will start on 31st  January, 2011 and is due to end on 4th 
March, 2011.  The PEI Report and PEI NTS will be made available at public consultation 
days on 23rd  February (Kings Hall, Herne Bay) and 24th February (Whitstable Castle, 
Whitstable) and online at www.vattenfall.co.uk/en/kentish-flats-extension.htm.  
 
 
In addition the PEI and PEI NTS, other relevant documents, FREEPOST envelopes and 
questionnaires will be available in the following locations:  

·  Harbour Office, Whitstable Harbour; 
·  Canterbury City Council office, William Street, Herne Bay;  
·  Medway Council (Gun Wharf, Dock Road, Chatham);  
·  Swale Borough Council (Swale House, East Street, Sittingbourne); 
·  Thanet District Council (Cecil Street, Margate);  
·  Maldon District Council (Princes Road, Maldon);  
·  Rochford District Council, (3-19 South Street, Rochford); 
·  Southend-on-Sea Borough Council (12th Fl, Civic Centre, Victoria Avenue, Southend-

on-Sea); and 
·  Castle Point Borough Council (Kiln Road, Benfleet). 
 

 
Comments can be sent through the following channels; 

·  Online: www.vattenfall.co.uk/en/kentish-flats-extension.htm; 
·  Email: mandy.broughton@vattenfall.com; and 
·  Post: FREEPOST, Mandy Broughton, Kentish Flats Extension, Vattenfall Wind 

Power, 10 Greycoat Place, London, SW1P 1SB 
 
Comments should be made in writing by 4 March, 2011. Please note that all responses may 
be made public. 
  


